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Different root crop-growing areas in the Philippines were surveyed during the
wet season to determine the weed species associated with different root and tuber
crops, namely, sweet potato, cassava, yam and white potato. Wet season |
quantitative vegetation analysis of weed species associated with root crops in the

Philippines has shown the existence of 8 weed community types, namely: Cyperus
rotundus, Paspalum conjugatum, Ageratina adenophora, Pennisetum polystach-

yon, Digitaria sanguinalis, Dactyloctenium aegyptium, Eragrostis tenallla, and

Desmodium triflorium. A total of 70 weed species was encountered in the |

quantitative vegetation analysis. Some environmental factors such as pH, climatic |

type, soil type, weed control practices and elevation were determined to explain the
community patterns. 1
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INTRODUCTION on their growth and reproduction

can give insights into the mech

Studies of weed communities anism of speciation and distribution |
are important for the management  of the species. Such studies revea
and control of weeds because of the  the interactions between species
significant damage they cause to and their environment, and thus |
crops, fisheries and pastures. offer an opportunity to locate

Knowledge of the community pat-  vulnerable points at which the _
terns of weeds and the effects of weeds can be successfully con |

edaphic, climatic and biotic factors  trolled (Misra, 1969).
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