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ABSTRACT

This study analyzed the income generating potential of indigenous tech-
nologies in processing sweet potato and cassava roots in the rural areas.

Twenty-three indigenous root crop processing products were studied and
classified as fried, steamed, baked and dried. Of the 23 products monitored,
nine have positive net returns namely maruya, bitsu-bitso, cassava doughnut,
pilipit, sinaging, pinisi, cacharon, slice and tinitim. The use of inefficient
indigenous tools and equipment, unstandardized product formulation and
high labor input greatly contributed to the high production cost, hence the

losses in the other products.
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INTRODUCTION posed and 11% as feeds. Similarly,
48 % of the cassava produced is used as

Studies show that small farmers  food, 37% disposed and 15% as feeds.

grow sweet potato and cassava mainly Development thrusts in agriculture
for home use. Villanueva (1980)* include the improvement of the life

pointed out that 50% of sweet potatoes  quality of the rural poor where majority
produced is used as food, 39% dis- _ of the root crop processors (farmers and

"Villanueva, C.D. et al. 1980. Agro-economic studies of root crops in
the Philippines. Terminal report. ViSCA. 200 pp.
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