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ABSTRACT

The use of ethylene dibromide (EDB) and phostoxin in controlling sweet potato
weevil was evaluated. Larvae and pupae were effectively controlled when EDB was
used at the rate of 32 ml/cu m. However, phostoxin at 10.5 tablets/cu m was more
effective than EDB in controlling the different developmental stages of the weevil.
This showed the greater potential of phostoxin in controlling the pest aside from its
superior characteristics as compared to that of EDB. Phostoxin is less toxic
(LD, = 50 ppm) than EDB (LD s, = 20 ppm), and is easier to apply, hence, an in-
expensive fumigation chamber could readily be rigged up in rural areas utilizing this
fumigant.
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INTRODUCTION

Exploitation of the search for
other crops besides the staple
commodities as a source of high
energy food has hastened the
development of root crop produc-
tion technology. Root crops possess
promising attributes due to their

high starch content and varied
industrial uses. Aside from their
economic importance, root crops,
particularly sweet potato, have long
storage life, hence are considered as
the most important crops in the
Philippines (Gonzales, 1955).

Sweet potato tubers can be
stored from 4 to 6 months under
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